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boycott of the Exhibition would only irritate opinion in
the other Dominions, and shake the faith of those in Britain
who were favourable to Indian advancement towards full
self-government, always be it remembered within the folds
of the British Empire, wrords which do not seem to have
been sufficiently taken to heart in some parts and circles of
India.

As the year 1923 approached its close, the situation
grew more confused and threatening. Lord Reading became
the mark of hostility notwithstanding his unceasing efforts
to uphold the rights of India and to champion her cause.
It wras the Allahabad Municipal Board that brought itself
into some notoriety and let us hope derision, privately if
not in public, by passing a vote not to take any part in the
ceremonies and functions in honour of the Viceroy's visit
to that city. One speaker declared that Lord Reading's
" cry of justice, equity and fair play for India was mere
camouflage.11 The Chairman, who was not present, wrote
a note to the effect that a " public reception to the Viceroy
would be a shameful thing/' and then added in seeming
contradiction he " did not mean or wish a personal dis-
courtesy to the Viceroy/' but *' he could not shut his eyes
to the suffering which his country had endured under Lord
Reading's Viceroyalty." It does not seem to have occurred
to Mr, J. Nehru, the writer of the note, that what suffering
there had been was entirely due to breaches of the ordinary
laws of the land, and to having recourse to boycotting and
other methods of veiled violence. If illegal acts are not to
be checked and punished, then disorder must become
rampant and civilized society lapses once more into
unqualified barbarism.

One member of the Board, Mr. Harnandan Prasad, did
make a courageous protest against the motion, and reminded
his colleagues that they were neglecting their proper duties,
in chaxge of a municipality, to take up the discussion of
political matters which did not concern them and lay outside
their province. His speech deserves quotation as an
expression on the part of a reasonable man whose example
may encourage others to speak out. He said " This Board